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26 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

the purpose of setting before the American people an educational
ideal having power to regenerate our civic and national life.

So, my dear friends, the two simple thoughts which I have to
suggest to-day are these: That true education is an impossible thing
unless it includes the training of a man's religious faculties, and,
second, that our Church has a peculiar responsibility because of our
Church's unique opportunity. I cannot do better than echo in clos-
ing the words of the Bishop of Tennessee. Remember that our
Board of Religious Education, for which we ask your confidence,
your support, your patience during the period of investigation and
experiment, and your earnest prayers for its guidance—that our
Board of Religious Education makes this appeal for the recogni-
tion of the Unseen and man's relation to the Unseen as an essential
part of education, not for the sake of the Church, not as a measure
of ecclesiastical self-preservation, but as a great service to our fel-
low citizens and as an act of the highest patriotism to our beloved
native land.

WEEK-DAY RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION AND THE
PUBLIC SCHOOLS

REV. J. A. W. HAAS, D.D.,

President Muhlenberg College, Allentown, Pa.

The peculiar reason for the presentation of this subject is a reso-
lution passed by the General Council of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in 1911 instructing its Board of Education to secure the
interest and co-operation of other Protestant Churches in promoting
week-day instruction in religion. The General Council was moved
to this action by the petition of the Swedish Augustana Synod.
Earlier than this action of the General Council was the presenta-
tion of a paper by Dr. G. U. Wenner in 1905 before the Inter-
Church Conference on Federation. At that meeting the following
resolution was passed: " Recommending for the favorable consid-
eration of the Public School authorities of the country the proposal
to allow the children to absent themselves without detriment from
the Public Schools on Wednesday or on some other afternoon of
the school week for the purpose of attending religious instruction
in their own churches, and urging upon the churches the advisabil-
ity of availing themselves of the opportunity so granted to give such
instruction in addition to that given on Sunday." In 1911 Dr. Wen-
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RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION AND THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 27

ner published a book on "Religious Education and The Public
School," giving the full argument for his opinion. The Executive
Committee of the Church Federation took up the matter, and it
was reported to the Federal Council. The Federal Council passed
a number of resolutions and gave over the matter to the Committee
on Education. The Council endeavored to gain the support and
co-operation of the National Education Association and the Reli-
gious Education Association.* This is the present status of the case.

The first argument presented on behalf of week-day religious
instruction is drawn from the usage of other nations. In Germany
it is a part of the regular curriculum of the Public Schools. In Eng-
land even the late discussion on the National and Board Schools
has not diminished the claim of specific religious instruction. In
France there is a peculiar usage which may be suggestive to us. It
is the granting of Thursday to the churches for the imparting of
such instruction. The leading European nations either provide a
specific place in their school curriculum, which of course is not pos-
sible in our free public schools; or, as in France, set aside a time for
religious instruction by the churches. The second argument can
best be stated in the resolution of the Federal Council of 1908.
"That there can be no true and complete education without religion.
To provide adequate religious instruction for their children is the
duty of the churches, a primal and imperative duty. That the hour
at Sunday School, the religious exercise of the Public School,
through the personal influence of the great body of religious Public
School Teachers, do not meet the requirements of adequate religious
instruction. That to provide religious instruction for their children
is not only the duty of the churches, it is their inherited and inherent
right, and this right should be recognized by the State in its arrange-
ment of the course of the school studies." This resolution main-
tains that in education we need religion and its truth. It alone can
produce the best results in character. In consonance with this posi-
tion, it is not affirmed that every one in the State shall receive such
instruction; but it is claimed as the right of Christian people to
have their own children receive adequate Christian training and full
instruction in their faith.

It may be argued that it is the duty of the family to provide such
instruction for the child, but the fact of the case is that most fam-
ilies, even of those claiming to be Christians, do not provide such
instruction. And even where such instruction is given in the family,

• The R E. A. called a meeting of the three bodies, Federal Council. N. E. A. and R. E. A., in
joint commission, at Chautauqua Lake. July 13, 14. 1909. The N. E. A. did not send representative*
but the other bodies were represented.
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28 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

the inspiration of the church is needed. The Church has the duty
of teaching religion, and must maintain the influence of Christian
truth through instruction.

It is of course conceded that religion is a life and not a mere
theory. Its life must be imparted, but this impartation for Chris-
tians rests on Jesus Christ as truth and the truth as it is in Jesus
Christ Life and Truth cannot be separated in Christ. Now what-
ever may be our attitude toward the character and manner of Truth
as instruction and its place in the Church, whether we hold it to have
its claim through baptism, or through the covenant relation, or in
preparation for conversion, there must be some adequate provision
for the impartation of divine truth in accordance with the genius
and history and attitude of the different churches.

It is impossible that proper development in the truth of the Chris-
tian religion can be best given in a reduced or general form, for such
general form would always be unavoidably colored by the specific
position of the individual churches or teachers. With all due allow-
ance for the common features of our Christian faith, and with all
sympathy toward co-operation in various movements, it has become
clear to us that the 'best form of organization of our common Chris-
tianity is, after all, that of the existing historic churches. They with
their claim upon their membership have the right to impart the truth
in conformity with their convictions. It is the maintenance of this
right, instead of the emphasis founded on common beliefs, that makes
it necessary to require specific teaching in separate denominational
churches.

This granted, it will also follow that each church shall have the
right in accordance with its genius to work out its peculiar system
of religious instruction. The one demand, however, which must
be satisfied is this: that a consistent and serious plan be adopted
by the various churches. In particular when the churches desire
to come with a claim before the Public Schools and the State they
must be ready to show that what they propose is not mere sentiment;
but that a real scheme of using Christian truth for the development
of character has been adopted. In the General Council of the Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church we have introduced a graded system,
adapted to the various ages of the child. It has been tested for
some years and carries the child from the simple story to ever clearer
knowledge of the divine truth. We are therefore ready to submit
an adequate plan of our own work.

It will be necessary, if we seriously contemplate instruction on
week days, not only to emphasize the inadequacy of the short time
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RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION AND THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 29

of Bible instruction on Sunday, the inadvisability of using more
time on the day of divine rest for careful study and teaching, and
the impossibility of making the sermons supplement the Sunday
school, but also the imperative necessity that there shall be the
proper kind of trained teachers both in knowledge and character.
If the claim to have some half-day of the week employed is to con-
vince educational associations, it must be shown that the churches
for the interpretation of the truth will have properly qualified teach-
ers. We must also show that either by a half-hour lengthening of
the present school day, or by the substitution of religious instruc-
tion for some of the less essential subjects in the Public School
curriculum, we are not damaging the efficiency of the Public School.
But our paramount demand must be the need of religion and its
truth for character; for this conviction we must contend.

It ought to be our purpose to create public sentiment for these
ideals and to show, as the Federal Council resolved, "that the allot-
ment of 8 per cent of the school time for religion would not be an
immoderate allowance." Meantime it would be well to agitate
on behalf of a careful scrutiny of the teachers and superin-
tendents of the Public Schools in relation to their religious char-
acter. Immediately practical action could result if a request were
made that all theological seminaries and ecclesiastical bodies require
pedagogical training of the ministry, and that this whole problem
of the Christian truth in the training of children be seriously con-
sidered by the churches. It might also be practicable, until the
churches are ready for a proposition, to ask for school hours on
week-days to furnish at least one hour of religious instruction to
every child of the church on some afternoon after school hours.
Thus there could be begun a demonstration of the practicability of
the final purpose.

THE SOCIAL AND RELIGIOUS SERVICE OF PEABODY
COLLEGE TO THE SOUTH

Peabody College for Teachers, at Nashville, Tenn., stands for
the broadest ideals of education, and a clear consciousness of its
mission is thus expressed by President Bruce Payne:

"Peabody College will put emphasis upon systematic training
for social and religious service. Upon the crowning point of the
campus will be situated its noblest edifice, the Social-Religious
Building. Standing at the head of the academic quadrangle and in
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